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The hymn “All Things Bright and Beautiful” is a wonderful description of the fabulous 
summer we’re enjoying. With the bright blue skies, the diversity of God’s creatures 
and the magnificent land in which we live, how can we not “Thank We All Our God?” 

 

“When Long Before Time” (ELW 861) describes God as the master composer whose 
song broke through the silence at the dawn of creation. We raise our voices to God 
the Singer (capital S) who is the Song Incarnate in whom we rejoice! 

 

I hope you can take a moment and read through this hymn before we sing it in 
church in August. I’d also enjoy hearing your impressions and insights into what this 
hymn says to you. In the meantime, listen carefully because you may “hear Him 
pass in the rustling grass; He speaks to us ev’rywhere”! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

Margaret 

lbw324@msn.com 
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The companions from Camp Courageous, a camp designed by Hospice of Miami 
County to meet the needs of grieving children, would like to send the St. John’s 
Busy Bees a special thank you.  Because of their hard work and dedication, the 
grieving children of Camp Courageous were able to have a comfort blanket to 
wrap up in all week. 

To give you an idea of what you did, I will share some stories with you.  A girl, be-
tween the ages of 5 and 9, was asked where her favorite place was.  She said it 
was her room.  When asked why, she said, “Because her pastor made a picture of 
my mom and hung the picture on the wall.  I talk with her every day.”  She then in-
formed the companions that she can’t wait until Friday when she can take her 
blanket and stuffed animal home to show her mother. 

Another girl from camp, between the ages of 10 and 12, had her blanket handy 
during the week.  When we had group time, the girl would grab her blanket and 
pull up a seat on the floor, wrapping the blanket around herself.  This gave her 
comfort when we talked about our loved ones, which we have lost. 

We saw many campers who had their blankets handy throughout the week, just in 
case they needed them.  It’s because of people like you that made this camp a 
better and safer place for all the kids. 
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ETERNAL CANDLE FOR AUGUST  
 

  The Eternal Candle for August is sponsored by  

Ruth Moore  in memory of her son, Gary. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS FOR AUGUST  
 

August 1st—The Suttons  in celebration of their new granddaughter, Harper Elizabeth. 
 

August 8th—Jane Tiemeyer  in memory of her parents. 

      The Kemptons  in loving memory of our son Brian Stewart. 
 

August 15th—John & Becky Betts  in celebration of Ryan’s 17th Birthday. 
 

August 22nd—Shirlee Murray  in celebration of the marriage of her grandson, Aaron 
Thaler, to Lindsey Perry on August 28th. 
 

August 29th—David & Karen Erhard  in memory of David’s dad, Ralph Erhard, Jr. 

        Eleanor Clauser  in memory of Glenn Clauser. 
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What a delightful reminder of how God places others in our paths for moments just like this… 
 

 Having four visiting family members, the wife was very busy, so I offered to go to the store for 
her to get some needed items, which included light bulbs, paper towels, trash bags, detergent, 
and Clorox. So off I went. 

  I scurried around the store, gathered up my goodies, and headed for the checkout counter, 
only to be blocked in the narrow aisle by a young man who appeared to be about sixteen-
years-old. I wasn’t in a hurry, so I patiently waited for the boy to realize that I was there. This 
was when he waved his hands excitedly in the air and declared in a loud voice, “Mommy, I’m 
over here.” 

  It was obvious now, he was mentally challenged, and also startled as he turned and saw me 
standing so close to him, waiting to squeeze by. His eyes widened and surprise exploded on 
his face as I said, “Hey Buddy, what’s your name?” 

  “My name is Denny and I’m shopping with my mother,” he responded proudly. “Wow,” I said, 
“that’s a cool name; I wish my name was Denny, but my name is Steve.” 

  “Steve, like Stevarino?” he asked. 

  “Yes,” I answered. “How old are you Denny?” 

  “How old am I now, Mommy?” he asked his mother as she slowly came over from the next 
aisle. “You’re fifteen-years-old Denny; now be a good boy and let the man pass by.” 

  I acknowledged her and continued to talk to Denny for several more minutes about summer, 
bicycles, and school. I watched his brown eyes dance with excitement because he was the 
center of someone’s attention. He then abruptly turned and headed toward the toy section. 

  Denny’s mom had a puzzled look on her face and thanked me for taking the time to talk with 
her son. She told me that most people wouldn’t even look at him, much less talk to him. I told 
her that it was my pleasure and then I said something I have no idea where it came from, other 
than by the prompting of the Holy Spirit. 

  I told her that there are plenty of red, yellow and pink roses in God’s Garden; however, “Blue 
Roses” are very rare and should be appreciated for their beauty and distinctiveness. You see, 
Denny is a Blue Rose and if someone doesn’t stop and smell that rose with their heart and 
touch that rose with their kindness, then they’ve missed a blessing from God. 

  She was silent for a second, then with a tear in her eye she asked, “Who are you?” 

  Without thinking I said, “Oh, I’m probably just a dandelion but I sure love living in God’s gar-
den.” 

  She reached out, squeezed my hand, and said, “God bless you!” and then I had tears in my 
eyes. 

 May I suggest that the next time you see a BLUE ROSE, don’t turn your head and walk off. 
Take the time to smile and say hello. Why? Because, by the grace of God, this mother or father 
could be you. This could be your child, grandchild, niece, or nephew. What a difference a mo-
ment can mean to that person or their family. 
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The Breakfast Club will continue to meet on the sec ond Saturday of every month:  
August 14th; September 11th, October 9th; November 13th; and December 11th. 
 

The women will meet at Friendly’s in Vandalia at 9: 00 a.m. and the men will meet 
at Bob Evans on Miller Lane at 9:00 a.m. 
 

There are sign-up sheets in the hallway. If you hav e any questions, please contact 
Dawn Snyder at 898-1432. 
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The ELCA has Campus Ministers, and a campus ministry program at seven universities 
in Ohio. (not including Wittenberg and Capital University) 
 

Listed below are names, phone numbers, addresses and email contact information you 
can pass on to your student for their use. 
 

Ohio University— “The Bridge” 

Pastor Lynn Miller, pastorlynn@clcathens.org 

69 Mill Street, Athens, OH  45701 

740-593-3144 www.clcathens.org 
 

Miami University 

Pastor Logan Dysart, pastorlogan@woh.rr.com 

420 S. Campus Avenue, Oxford, OH, 45056 

513-523-3808  www.faithoxford.org 
 

University of Toledo 

Rev. Eric Griffith, reformationwear@yahoo.com 

2086 Brookdale Road, Toledo, OH,  43606, (419) 536-6308 
 

Cleveland State (Case & Cleve. State) 

Rev. Joe Kovitch, pastorjoe@dohio.org 

1844 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH, 44115, (216) 774-0459 
 

Ohio State University— “Jacob’s Porch” 

Pastor Jay Gamelin, jay@jacobsporch.com 

45 East 13th Avenue, Columbus, OH  43201, (614) 214-6300 
 

University of Cincinnati— “The Edge” 

Pastor Alice Connor, ursamajorstudio@gmail.com 

3007 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, OH, 45220, (513) 861-5444 
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Contract being reviewed by attorney 
Volunteers to work developing drawings being sought  

 
Since the congregation gave permission to purchase detailed drawings for 
the building renovations, the church council has been busy with moving the 
process forward. 

 

First the contract with the architect has been received and is being reviewed 
by an attorney before the council signs off. 

 

Second, the renovation project has been divided into three parts. But this 
does not mean that something that begins in part two won’t be moved into 
part one, or something in part two won’t be moved into part three. 

 

Third, a task force of no more than seven people is being sought by the 
church council to work with the architects in producing the detailed drawings. 
If you are interested in working on this task force please sign up on the clip-
board in the church hallway. 

 

1. Deadline to sign up is noon on August 15th. 

2. If more than seven people volunteer to serve, all names will be put in a 
hat, and the first seven names pulled from the hat will be asked to serve. 

 

 

If you have any questions, 

please contact any church council member. 
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